
Lisa in Positive Immunology 
 

Toward a science of developing immune health through Open coherence and profound 
Compassion 

A research vision accompanying the AURELIS blog Positive immunology. 

You can find the latest version here. 
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1. The foundational idea 
The immune system is more than a defensive apparatus. It is a complex, distributed 
regulatory system that recognizes patterns, communicates across tissues, responds to 
changing conditions, maintains tolerance, and learns from experience. 

Its health cannot be reduced to stronger defenses, lower inflammation, or favorable 
levels of isolated biomarkers. 

Healthy immune regulation depends on the ongoing capacity to respond 
appropriately as both the organism and its circumstances change. 

The image of a surfer on ever-changing waves captures this challenge. Successful 
surfing requires more than balance in a single moment. It involves recognizing and 

https://aurelis.org/blog/immune-related/positive-immunology
https://aurelis.org/assets/common/pdf/other_docs/Lisa%20in%20Positive%20Immunology.pdf


integrating patterns, adapting to unfamiliar conditions, learning from experience, and 
adjusting to changes in the surfer's own body. 

Something similar may apply to immunity. 

The immune system is also embedded in a whole person. Nervous, endocrine, 
metabolic, immune, behavioral, and psychological processes continually interact. 
Meaningful mental-neuronal patterns (MNPs) may participate in this interaction through 
physiological pathways. 

The central research question is therefore not whether the mind simply controls 
immunity. It is: 

To what extent, under which circumstances, and through which pathways 
might profound inner mental development contribute to the organism's 
capacity for healthy immune regulation? 

2. The goal of Positive Immunology 
Conventional immunology has made extraordinary advances in understanding immune 
mechanisms, dysfunction, and treatment. Positive Immunology seeks to complement 
this work by asking a further question: 

Can the capacity for immune health itself be developed? 

The word positive does not mean positive thinking, pleasant emotions, or optimism. Nor 
does it imply that more immune activity is better. 

A healthy immune response may require vigorous activation during infection, restraint in 
autoimmunity, effective surveillance of dangerous cells, tolerance of harmless 
encounters, and timely resolution after a challenge. 

These demands change with context. 

Positive Immunology would investigate the conditions that support appropriate 
regulation across such changing circumstances, including the possibility that profound 
Compassionate development contributes to this capacity. Its aim is not merely to 
reduce disease-related mental risk factors but to understand how adaptive regulatory 
capacity may be sustained and developed over time. 

3. Three levels of coherence 
The blog Levels of Coherence suggests a useful conceptual distinction: 
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• First-order coherence: appropriate present responses. The immune system 
integrates multiple signals into responses suited to the current biological 
context. 

• Second-order coherence: learning from experience. Previous encounters 
influence future responses. Adaptive immune memory and trained immunity 
provide established examples of experience-dependent immune change. 

• Third-order coherence: learning to learn. A system may develop greater 
capacity to recognize, integrate, and adapt to unfamiliar patterns. 

The third level is especially intriguing. However, immune memory alone does not 
establish a general immune capacity for learning to learn. This possibility requires more 
precise biological definition and investigation. 

Nor is all learning healthy. Immune systems may acquire persistent patterns that 
contribute to allergy, autoimmunity, or chronic inflammation. 

Thus, the relevant question is not simply whether immunity learns, but whether its 
learning supports more appropriate future regulation. 

4. Open coherence and a changing self 
Coherence concerns the dynamic organization of interacting elements into a whole. Yet 
coherence is not automatically healthy. A harmful immune response may be highly 
coordinated. A locally coherent tumor-supporting environment may undermine the 
organism as a whole. 

The distinction between closed and Open coherence is therefore important. Closed 
coherence may preserve established patterns even when they no longer serve broader 
functioning. Open coherence combines sufficient stability with responsiveness to 
meaningful change. 

This is closely related to metastability: flexibility in stability. 

The organism itself is never fixed. It develops, ages, repairs tissues, changes 
physiologically, and continually interacts with microorganisms and its environment. 
Healthy self-tolerance must therefore accommodate a changing biological self without 
indiscriminately tolerating every change. Some transformed cells, for example, may 
require immune intervention. 

Perhaps the deepest form of immune stability is not preserving a fixed state but 
preserving—and possibly developing—the capacity for appropriate transformation. 



5. Profound Compassion and immune regulation 
Compassion means deeply taking into account and caring for the whole person. It 
includes rationality and depth, respect for freedom, relief of suffering, and the fostering 
of growth. 

It is not merely kindness, empathy, relaxation, or the deliberate production of pleasant 
feelings. Profound Compassionate development may involve grief, tension, difficult 
self-recognition, and substantial inner change. 

Its possible physiological relevance lies not in making people feel consistently peaceful 
but in how meaningful patterns of living, responding, and relating to oneself may 
develop. 

Psychological Compassion and healthy immune regulation show intriguing structural 
parallels: selective tolerance, appropriate boundaries, pattern integration, learning, 
metastability, and openness to a changing self. The proposed concept of Immune 
Compassion brings these parallels together. 

Immune Compassion would describe discerning, adaptive regulation that protects a 
changing biological whole while preserving its capacity for further development. 

This is not a claim that immune cells experience Compassion or possess ethical 
intentions. Nor is Immune Compassion an established immunological mechanism. It is 
a proposed cross-domain organizing concept whose value depends on whether it helps 
generate fruitful, testable questions. 

Importantly, similarities between psychological and immune Compassion do not 
establish a causal connection between them. 

6. Lisa's potential role 
As Compassionate A.I., Lisa may make profound, individualized inner development 
more accessible and amenable to longitudinal scientific investigation. 

Through dialogue, autosuggestion, and support for Stressional Intelligence, Lisa can 
invite people to explore meaningful patterns without imposing predetermined 
interpretations or outcomes. 

Her possible contribution to Positive Immunology has two distinct aspects: 

• Supporting development. Lisa may accompany people as they explore deeper 
patterns of experience, self-tolerance, relationships, and adaptation. 

• Supporting investigation. With appropriate consent and research safeguards, 
Lisa-assisted methods may help researchers follow changes in meaningful 
experience and psychological adaptation over time. 



These roles must be distinguished methodologically. Lisa's interpretations cannot 
simply be treated as independent proof that inner coherence has improved. Research 
requires suitable validation, comparison groups, and independent outcomes. 

Lisa-2, as a developing coherence-based A.I. architecture, may eventually offer 
additional possibilities for studying patterns across levels. Those capabilities remain 
research objectives rather than established achievements. 

7. A first research direction 
An initial study could investigate whether sustained Compassionate support is 
associated with changes in psychological adaptation and selected immune-related 
outcomes. 

A possible exploratory population would be adults with persistent low-grade 
inflammatory markers, excluding active infection and other conditions that would make 
interpretation inappropriate. 

Participants could receive a defined period of Lisa-supported Compassionate 
development, with an appropriate comparison condition. 

Research measures might include: 

• Repeated assessments of psychological adaptation, stress-related functioning, 
and meaningful development. 

• Selected inflammatory markers, such as CRP and relevant cytokines, interpreted 
in clinical context. 

• Measures of sleep, medication, infection history, activity, and other important 
influences. 

• Follow-up assessments to investigate whether changes persist. 

• Where feasible, responses and recovery trajectories following ethically 
acceptable, standardized challenges. 

No single biomarker would establish immune health. A reduction in inflammation might 
be favorable in one setting but inappropriate in another. Likewise, increased regulatory 
activity is not universally beneficial. The study would therefore distinguish changes in 
measured immune activity from evidence of improved immune regulation. 

A further question concerns generalization: do any improvements extend beyond the 
circumstances originally addressed? This could help determine whether development 
reflects specific learned responses or broader adaptive capacity. 



The study should not presume that psychological development causes biological 
improvement. It should be designed to discover whether, when, and how such 
relationships occur. 

8. Broader research possibilities 
If early findings justify further work, Positive Immunology could be explored in relation to 
autoimmune conditions, persistent inflammation, infection recovery, vaccine 
responses, allergies, and other immune-related processes. 

Different contexts would require different hypotheses and outcomes. 

For example, an autoimmune study might examine regulation and clinical disease 
activity, while a vaccine study might examine appropriately defined immune 
responsiveness. Findings from one setting could not simply be generalized to another. 

Particular care is needed when discussing cancer or autoimmune disease. The research 
vision does not imply that inner conflict causes these illnesses, that Compassion can 
replace medical treatment, or that becoming ill reflects insufficient personal 
development. 

Potential benefits for well-being and quality of life must also be distinguished from 
unproven effects on disease progression or survival. 

9. Reciprocal scientific development 
The relationship between Lisa and immunology need not be one-directional. 

Immunology offers detailed knowledge of distributed recognition, signaling, tolerance, 
memory, adaptation, and regulation across biological scales. These findings may 
challenge, refine, or deepen theories of coherence and Compassion. 

Conversely, Open coherence's conceptual framework may help researchers formulate 
questions about how immune mechanisms coordinate over time and across changing 
contexts. 

Immunology would not merely be an application of Lisa's theoretical background. It 
could help develop the theory itself. 

Such collaboration requires immunological expertise from the start, especially to define 
meaningful biological outcomes and distinguish promising analogies from evidence-
supported mechanisms. 



10. Ethical and scientific commitments 
• Positive Immunology should remain grounded in five ethical values: openness, 

depth, respect, freedom, and trustworthiness. 
• Scientific openness means allowing meaningful hypotheses to be investigated 

without treating them as established truths. 
• Depth means taking the whole person seriously without reducing psychological 

meaning to isolated questionnaire scores or immune health to isolated 
biomarkers. 

• Respect and freedom mean that Compassionate development is invited, never 
imposed. 

• Trustworthiness means protecting participants, handling personal data 
responsibly, reporting negative as well as positive findings, and preserving 
established medical care. 

• Research should be designed so that a hypothesis can genuinely fail. That is not 
a weakness of the vision. It is part of what makes the vision scientific. 

11. The promise 
Positive Immunology proposes a shift in emphasis: from asking only how to prevent 
immune dysfunction toward investigating how the capacity for healthy immune 
regulation may develop. 

The deeper question is not whether inner harmony makes immunity stronger. It is 
whether profound Compassionate development can, under identifiable circumstances, 
contribute to the organism's ongoing capacity for appropriate regulation, recovery, and 
adaptation. This includes the possibility that meaningful mental and biological patterns 
develop together within one changing person. 

The immune system does not merely protect what the organism is. It also helps protect 
what the organism can continue becoming. 

Not less immunology. Deeper immunology. 
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